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should not have been differently placed and some at
least of the suffering averted.

The Christian solution of the problem of suffering
is that man is thereby trained and disciplined. The
ninth chapter of the Gospel of St. John tells the story
of the healing of the man born blind, and records the
teaching of Jesus on the meaning of suffering. The
Jews assume that either the blind man himself or his
parents had sinned (See verses 2 & 34). Whatever
the physical or other cause which had caused his
blindness, the point was to give physical relief to the
blind man himself and to make a better man of him.
This Christ proceeded to do. He gave him complete
relief. But this relief was only possible because of
whole-hearted obedience (verses 6 & 7). Christ
made His gift of sight depend on a rather strange
condition^p^piely^ washing in the pool of Siloam. The
gift of physical sight 4ed to a wonderfully clear spiritual
perception. The man healed felt convinced that the
one who had wrought this great change in him was
a man of God. His conviction on this point was quite
unshakable (verses 24 to 34). The Pharisees bullied
him by such methods as they knew. They did not in
the &st place even believe that he had received his
sight. They called in question the very fact of the
change which had been wrought in him (verse 18).
They tried to influence his parents by either an open
or veiled threat of ex-communication. The
afraid of the power which the
commit themselves to a
happened. It is likely that
his parents, the power which the f*lk!fee^ ha$

